A  welcome  addition 


Central  Hills 
Retreat  grows 
with  latest 
land  purchase 

By  William  H.  I*affcins  Jr. 
Editor 

An  additional  187  acrea  of 
land  haa  been  acquired  ai^- 
cent  to  and  aouthweat  of  Cm- 
tral  Hilla  Retreat  (CHBR)  that 
will  bring  the  Miaaiaaipin  Bap¬ 
tist  campground  near  West 
to  nearly  908  acres  and  pro¬ 
vide  direct  frontage  to  neai^ 
Highway  19,  accordi^  to  Jim 
Pn&al,  executive  director  of 
the  Miaaiasippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board  in  Jackson. 


mW  ACOOtBITIOII-Atotalof  187ae»aa{out«nadinblaeki 
“5'®^  (MS  been  added  to  Cantral  Hilla  Ratraot  (outtinad  In  rad)  near 

5! _ IZ  Want,  bringing  the  total  acrea  now  owned  by  the  Mtseisaippi 

on  p.  H  BapM  campground  to  908  acraa.  (MBC8  photo) 


2014  Church  Comj^nsation  Survey 
participation  urged  by  SBC  agendes 

rtat  I  aa  laa  mnd  local  te-  lUdWtoae  Financial  Re-  can  be  submitted  aaoitymoa^ 
ewItai-Minietera  and  church  ao&ei  haadouartered  in^  BaA  Southern  B^ 
enpioyeee  ate  invited  to  per-  Inf  a^  UfcWay  ChtMlitt  Aurcb  emptoyee  wto  pettic 
tidpate  in  the  aoi4  Southern  Rifcwwi.  bmdyurtcr^  *"  *^.?***^ 

Bap^  Ca«mclon  Church  SaKfcTare^  agaMw  rtrntem  building  ooerf^larj 
CcmpenaathMi  Survey,  a  the  Southern  Baptiat  OoMn-  ast  dddwM  of  di^  e<w 
tool  mSl^chtirSm  of  all  thm.  QrideStone  waa jpajjwi  gtoa^  mforyboa  m  tk 
aixea  to  determine  fair  wagea  IjrkaBamaathe  ®**“^.*‘*^ 

and  benefiu.  while  UfeWay  wne  peartmiy  provnie  a  baeebnc  of  wyayi 

‘G^&toot  coathMaa  to  known  aa  Ae  Baptiat  Amday  artfam  Att  among  dmBa 
be  an  advocate  for  paaton  and  School  Board.  deed  dmrclM  withm  eac 

ehnrcfa  ataff,  enaurlng  that  Survey  perticqmit  wUl  dmecooyentioa 
they  aie  eompenaated  fofaty,*  be  eateeed  In  a  contaat  to  Theie^  a  higto  numb. 
saM  OA  Hawkina.  prcsiM  win  an  IFad.  The  antvmr  and  of  pertiapanto  yitM  a  moi 
of  Financid  Re-  complete  contest  JSpi  sre  accurate  baseline  of  compel 

aoutcrn  in  Dallaa.  Thafa  why  avaiUWe  at  Ouldestotoi  ntg/  “tiw  d^.  . 

wepsrtaarwithLifcWayChiia-  CompenaatlooSurvey.  ^Jsaa^abedwofbmto 

tianResoaiecsandBepMalate  Survey  lesoha  are  not  report-  and  Bnancial  auuunmratwn 

convertfona  to  produce  this  hi-  ed  individual^.  Coropenaat^  m*  aunvav  on  p. 

anniudatudy.*  and  benefit  mfermatfon  alao 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


ajauMM, lumj ujc  -j  - 

inadiool.  gomuroent 

tng,  it  seems  that  many  Qitmm  ttro 
to  connect  the  ooBeetiwe  moral  fttiwmtw 

cot8Jtiytoourla»«,poBtics,orme«aa- 

that  CfirWeffl  prindptei  soinehow  give  US  a 

*Cliriatian' idoitity  as  a  oomtfty. 

We  dearly  like  to  be  in  Ae  nuBwily  ana 


As  the  tanks  of  profes^Onistiaiis  be¬ 
come  smaller,  nw  peayer  is  ttiat  ourimaSer 

nuiiAc»>«ouldb«x»e  more  iocii^on 
shiniiKtbe^afChiutinaaesydart 

ioSlWhirtffinstend  of  flghtn^ 

ture  to  vahdate  us,  we  did  what  Jesus  told  us 
to  do  ^  turned  Ae  other  cheek  and  loved 
Aoaewio  hate  and  persecute  us? 

inn>eBBaepou»«-v^— Wehto^peAapsdaimodadrffc^ 
Staalaceitenceofourbdlefs.  iamoidilanA.L*AbothP«.were^lh*d 

RidierAansweepliteiwtiotitiea,  copula  dMtordftr?Havewe6otgiwn%«hen  Ae 

infttenoe.andlawsAi^meimwiASalp' 

ta^^mpramhedtobeoSipetseen^  *nJfcSbanduncM^»dlyv.’henoAets 
outcasts  who  leave  an,  die  to  dl.  endure  aH  haveMMos?  ,  ,  .  ■ 

and  serve  aBfcr  the  canae  of  Christ  Have  we  respected  «ttl«^ev«  when 

We  are  not  alied  to  lead  people  to  eiiiny  Aeydonotbaitoraurbeiie6?Harewe 

churdiesdeaiBiedtoiiieetaBSSneedB.  ehpwnmercyteAoeeb^deseyingmd 
OurcaDington^deanupaocielyor  undeserving  of  tymy?  Have  we  touga  tor 

leaMtemm'iQrtaovertfaiawgoveiiune^  aP  people,  even  Apse  wtey  byes  are  m  grret 
aP^tift^ll^irvivnfbenehtet^bibh-  oo^Mttobiblicdpnnciples.  to  be  treated 

cal  truA  of  nasnif^  We  are  caBrvl  simply  wiAAetdty?  ^  _  t 

to  reach  the  woridAdA  the  amazhK  love  Thebwdb'cf  Christ  stendsbdfare  an  open  t 

ofJeeiteChiiittohelpteoondleafcetand  doorofopportuniyasAewreromof^ 

world  back  into  rdatinndnp  fiiither  away  6tan  cultural  Chihtia^.1^ 
wiA  God  Aroi^  Christ  door  is  open  for  ama^giwvth,h^jW 

Chratiiahy’s  rise  tonower  and  cultural  testimony.  The  door  is  open  Sir  a  true,  bving 

inAaenbecaoaediiBtomooBafcetablyinto  ortbodooy.  _  .  , 

cuituie,ca<herAanste«dtagoiitfrotn  We  don't  foUowChtirt  bemuse  we  get  tax 

^tartWefBoedPt-Bonwieiiontoour  benefits  or  beca«  the  TenComaianto-nts 

boldaMaliaRtofaiirb&fiy8tam.InmBinr  hangoo AeawiAoutew^Vtefcilmv 
parts  of  our  ootmtey.Chiidianity  and  church  Christ  because  Chru*  is  wortw  of  otrtoUw- 
wm entrees mtobwHMmdsocie^.  SyjHs^’*dS*^^«^vwS± 

Peefaapajtom  end.  we  win  see  lives  radi- 

loon55MidleaBBkeJesua.Weaia?ttMour  cal^chamsAandallAeaeiasuesAataBS' 
rynainatead  of  undersbmding  that  Chris-  tract  us  wiD  assume  their  pn^  dace,  and 

tianHyiSTippadiia  of  lights.  We  demanded  we,(tillyreoonciledto  AenvingGodof  the 
Kteptenoe  Weed  of  gracioaah  enduring  umvetae,  will  succeed  as  God's  agents  to  this 


A  target  on  their  backs 


The  time  has  long  passed  m  the  early  years  of  their  Mltt«|— 

when  a  person  could  intel-  exper^.  when  manj^f  tbHR| 
liaentlyMgue  that  alcohol  are  still  so  imiMture  an^n«^ 
adverting  and  marketing  m  tlte  all  of  Act  y  W 

U.S.  are  not  really  aimed  at  young  parental  ^  church  uAuenceg^ 
people.  WiA  the  exception  of  the  ^  hme  m  Aetehves. 
welf  paid  toadies  beholden  to  the  What  happeiu  v^n  /ou^^ 

alcohd  industry,  virtually  no  one  college  «dyanafa 

would  today  try  to  exoWn  away  of  Ae  alcohol  specials?  Api?^- 

television  commercials  featuri^  mst^  20%  become  binge 
flatulent  linriM  cute  dogSs  and  era  y^p  quickly  consume  at 
beach  vollesf  Jd  games  £yed  by  4-5  drinks  st  a  tinre,  sccordlm  to 
nubile  youngsters  as  snyAing  but  me  study.  Most  of  Aem 
a  naked  attempt  to  draw  the  un-  ably  consutne  much  more  ttan 
deraaepopuUce  to  their  product,  the  4-5  dnnk  itandard  for  Ae 

With  Ae  2014  prom  season  study,  however.  _ 

gearing  op  aroono  the  coon-  What  happeiw  to  AeMyoo^ 

tty  aM  many  high-aAoolers  hinge  drinksm?  Bmge  dnnlwB 
sdiemiiig  to  acquire  akohot,  it  has  been  asaooated  wiA  prob- 
would  behoove  us  to  take  s  look  lems  such  as  property  dam^ 

again  at  a  study  in  Ae  American ,  physical  injuries,  unwanted  _ _ 

Journal  of  PrevenUtive  Medicjnti:  >exusl  sdvsi^,  ^  encounters 
hv  researchers  at  Ae  Harvard  wUh  police,  ta  addition,  binge 


iffyvsk»».Snmcfus,mesnwhue.  began  to  world,  waBdiiaothm  into  Aebe^r^t  is 

redefiiK  our  Chiistianity  to 'Teste  something  AefifereooocuedtoGodAiooghCniist 

more  palatable  for  soa^.  ^ _ 

The  rite  of  odtunlChrisdanity  crested  Goeke,  aaociate  pattor  of  First  Omr^ 

namClalstiaa  lives  that  were  Mike  itSmFHmasoo,hasbetnmfil^^imemin- 

seedar  Ives,  but  wiA  added  nues  said  a 'tjct  istry  $tnee  kcaiing  his  bav  praetke  in  aooi. 
Out  of  Heil  Free' card.  There  k  a  very  red  He  moks  and  writes  on  issues  rslaled  to 

KiaAilite  that  many  who  datm  to  nOow  h/e,  Christianity,  culture,  and  seaatali^. 

OuistwOlUlawayasChrittianitybecaiiH  commentary  appears  courtesy  of  Baptist 
lere  and  leas  colbiiulyaoceptdile.  Press.  EdM  for  length. 
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Southern  Baptists  engaging  Sochi  as  Olympics  begin 


SOCM.  IlMMto  I V  Md  loMi 
i«psrt*)  —  Amid  tig^  leeuii- 
ty,  die  2014  Winter  Oiympics 
in  Soebi,  gnmie,  CMumenced 
with  unpremive  opening  oer- 
emoniee  while  Baptist  volun- 
teen  from  across  the  United 
States  arrived  to  be  part  of  the 
international  festivities. 

Inside  what  government  offi¬ 
cials  termed  the  ‘Ring  of  Steel’ 
consisting  of  40,000  armed 
Rnasian  troops,  anti-air¬ 
craft  weapons,  and  a 
myriad  of  military 

surveillaiioe  tactics,  _i. 

the  five  Olympic  Oeebi^eeB 

'»*»asJ5iS-’ 

dignitaries  to  the  Gasses  facstwd 

SodiiGanies.  **  ^ZaMadMandiia 

Russian  Pres-  Oanea 

ident  Vladimir  <*■  "’^Mmpfseehi. 

Putin  ushered  in  ~ 

the  Games  during  v  ^ 

the  opening  cereijo- 
nies  at  Fisht  Olympic 
Stadium,  stirring  a  sense  Caua 

of  comp^tion,  camaraderie,  Russia,  in  which 
and  inspiration.  has  io^suffere 

Amcog  tbose  present  is  a  ae-  unrest  Sodii  is 
lect  group  pettneting  under  the  to  Dagestan,  a 
name  Eim^  SodiL  Their  pur-  provinoediatisl 
pose  is  ma^le:  to  make  a  dif-  extremists 
mtsBce  for  Christ  before,  dur-  dence  from  Rusi 
iiA  end  sfter  the  2014  Winter  The  Russian 
Ofrmpics.  Soutbem  BsiRist  vol-  ready  diwarted 
unteess  journeyed  thnnsands  of  violastfe  diarug 
milea  to  particqwte,  despite  per-  inSodiL 


Kngsge  Sochi  is  a  network  throughout  the  coi 
of  So^em  Baptiats  ae^-  inking  in  the  kn<M 


n  laiatent 
u  flmedia 
—fatten-  ing 

^Ptfon  de-  for  meaningful  conversations 

^Vscribing  with  those  living  and  workiiu 

^rffie  poten-  in  Sochi  or  who  are  attend- 

^tial  for  ter-  in^  the  Games.  Volunteers 

rorist  threats,  hail  from  across  the  United 

The  Nordi  States,  including  Oklahoma, 

us  regkxi  of  Missouri,  Colorado,  Georgia, 

is  locited.  And  AiibkinA.  _ -  ^ _  _ 

i  from  po£i^  Scheduled  to  perform  as  a  real^  good  local 
ilso  next  door  part  of  Engage  Sochi  are  the  was  made, 
eative  Russian  Singing  Cnurchmen  of  the  As  people  res 
ome  to  Muslim  Baptist  General  Convention  of  queimons  of  the  — 
g  fat  indepen-  Oushoma,  Woman’s  Mission-  participants,  steps  are  taken 

a.  ary  Union  drama  teams,  and  to  ensure  that  once  they  return 

nilitaiy  has  si-  mmistiy  teams  from  Missouri  home  they  are  connected  with 
everal plots  to  and  Colorado  intent  on  shar-  al  ' 
the  Olympics  ing  the  love  of  Christ. 


_ _ ^ _ _  _ „ _  „  thiit 

to  create  opportunities  thousands  around  the  world 
"are  prayiig  for  them  and 
for  jochi  miring  the  coming 
weeks. ’Never  in  our  lives  have 
we  feh  the  prayers  of  people  so 

*  v«i«m  mmsal 


tai^My,'  one  volunteer  said.  *pray4sodii. 

^ven  tonight,  a  casual  eon-  Evai^elical  churches  in 

versation  on  the  train  turned  the  region  work  hard  to  reack 
us,  and  people  with  the  Good  News 
contact  that  turning  to  Jesus  Christ 

_  offers  eternal  hope  —  hope 

As  people  respond  and  ask  that  cannot  be  found  in  a^f 

— - '  “^’Engage  Sochi  political  dogma. 

Prayer  had  been  requeatsi 
for  the  pastors  and  mem- 

_ _  hers  of  the  local  churches  as 

_  local  community  of  believers  have  boldness  and  stamias 
regardless  of  where  they  Uvs  as  they  Teach  out  to  thsM 
- around  them. 


ing  the  love  of 
voluntaen 


people  tbrouahout  the  world. 


Olympics  evangelism  effort 
to  have  wide-ranging  impact 


-  Athletes  The  message  we  have  to  to  what  is  happening  ^ 

6  work!  hive  diAre  U  so  much  more  pre-  chi.  WhAt  better  way  to  Alan 
ochi,  Russia,  cious  than  winning  a  gold  a  conversation? 
ilympic  Win-  medal,  something  only  s  few  This  is  not  jurt  •  »>"* 
llfons  across  ever  get  the  chance  to  do,’  for  churches  in  the  Stales, 
ather  around  Hooks  said.  *We  are  Ulking  Churches  from  around 
sets  to  watch  about  aomething  that  every  the  world  will  be  using  these 
person  can  have  —  a  per-  materials  to  help  reach  tm 
{Mrtant  to  nse  sonal  relationahip  with  God.  people  in  their  commnua- 
»  an  oppor-  The  Otymnic  colora  help  tell  ties  share  the  message  af 
the  Goar  '4  in  that  story.  Jesus  with  their  friends 

is  impo.tant  Hooks  noted  that  tlm  colors  and  neighbors.* 
use  the  event  used  in  the  Olympic  rings  are  avsUaUe  as 

Ospel  around  the  same  colora  that  Southern  Rgsgisn  and  will  be  used  ^ 
Dunities,  said  Baptists  have  used  foryew  Russian-language  churdiea 
i,  an  Interru-  to  share  the  Gospel.  The  kit  Ruaw  and  Europe,  lu 

Board  (IMB)  contains  Olympic  outreach  churches  In  otiier 

based  in  Ku-  ideas,  sermon  outline,  and  ,;o^tries  will  host  specU 
rector  of  the  smsU-group  lessons  fw  ^  Olympic-themed  services  aui 
oi^.  events  using  these  nuterisis. 

lEnaueSodii  music  for  “* To  ^ISosd  the  Engaae 
woert  toe  ocm  ^ _ -  vu 


ENGAGE 

VOUa  COMMUNITY 


launchM 


earlier  this  year  at  an  evange-  theme  song, 
liam  and  church  planting  proj-  Meets  the  sn 
ect  for  die  2014  Winter  Owym-  cifkally  for 
pirn.  The  Eng^  Sochi  tesm  Nashville  woi 
prepared  a  resource  kit  called,  songwriter  J« 
Eiigage  Yoor  Community,  de-  “We  are  vt 
tigntH  to  help  Christians  use  this  project, 
the  Olympic  Games  as  a  way  to  The  swnd 
shiue  the  Gospel  regardless  of  in  Sochi,  peo 
their  location.  the  world  w 
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It  to  Heart  Month  here  in  America 
and  Valentine’!  Day-love  day  to 
this  week.  So  I  thought  that  I 
would  pass  along  to  our  readers  some 
thou^ts  on  love.  First  and  foremost 
I  woi^  tell  you  that  I  am  ik>  expert  on 
this.  And  b^ond  that  I  would  point 
to  a  different  source,  and  tell  you  thrrt 
the  Bible  to  a  love  book.  Just  to  think 
about  it  brings  love  verses  to  your 
minA  Probanly  the  best  known  verse 
in  the  Bible  to  John  3:  t6.  “For  God  so 
loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whoever  believes  m 
Him  should  not  perish  but  have  ever¬ 
lasting  life.*  Beyond  that  listen  to  Je¬ 
sus  as  He  was  being  quizzed  by  some 
people  about  the  greatest  command¬ 
ment  to  which  He  responded,  “Thou 
shah  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  herut,  a^  with  all  thy  soul,  and 
wtth  all  thy  mind.  This  to  the  first  and. 
grWt  commandment.  And  the  sec-  ) 
ood  to  like  unto  it,  thou  shah  love  thy 
nei^bor  as  thyselT  (Matt.  2a:37-39)- 
fte  more  you  think  about  love  the 
broader  the  scope  of  scripture  be¬ 
comes  for  your  understanding  and 
mine  for  when  we  arrive  at  the  Love 
clmpter,  I  Corinthiaru  13,  the  Apostle 
Faul  explains  that  vrhoever  we  are  and 
whatever  we  do,  if  it  is  not  laced  with 
love  it  amounts  to  nothing.  While 
the  Bible  to  a  book  of  love,  the  church 
to  rm  experience  of  love.  1  know  that 
there  are  times  that  it  to  not.  Some=- 
times  people  lose  perspective,  and 
they  see  us  as  this  institu*ion  or  orga¬ 
nization  where  people  just  gather  and 
make  sounds  that  are  supposed  to  be 
musical,  say  prayers  that  are  supposed 
to  be  spiritud  and  listen  to  sermons 
that  are  supposed  to  be  engaging. 

Thau  they  leave  without  emrienc- 
.  Ing  love.  Yet  Jsqmi  a^  “By  this 

to  another'  (John  13:35).  The  church 
to  supposed  to  be  a  gathering  of  God’s 
people  where  the  atmosphere  of  our 
relationships  to  charged  with  the  love 
of  God  and  the  love  that  we  have  one 
for  another. 

Love  to  a  vreird  and  wonderful  thing 
because  wherever  it  is,  it  makes  a 
dynamic  difference.  Take  two  people 


This  Weird  and  Wonderful 
Thing  Called  Love 


who  are  in  love,  or  the  love  of  a  grand¬ 
parent  for  those  special  grandchil- 
oren,  or  the  love  of  a  grandchild  for 
those  matmlng  granmiarents  or  tte 
wonder^  bonding  effect  and  caring 
relationship  that  evolves  over  years 
in  friendship.  Love  does  amazing  . 
things.  As  you  think  about  love  this 
Valentine’s  Day,  let  me  give  you  three 
thoughts  about  love  that  may  help  you 
understand  what  is  taking  place. 

Love  needs  to  be  tangible.  Love 
is  always  better  seen  than  it  to  heard. 
Now  in  reality  love  to  invisible.  You 
have  never  seen  a  jar  filled  with  love. 
You  cannot  go  to  the  store  and  look 
over  some  of  the  goods  and  biw  a 
carton  of  love.  You  cannot  order  love 
from  LifeWay  Christian  Resources. 
And  while  it  may  ha\’e  beautiful  ex¬ 
pressions  of  sounds,  words  and  songs, 
h  to  ftill  tottJsiiiat  powas^  when  it  to 


..I  —  •  u...  4*  bimsen  lor  ns  an  onenng  ano  a  sacn- 

you  can  say,  1  fice  to  God  for  a  sweet  smelling  savor* 

on  its  cloak  of  authenticity  whw  you 

show  that  you  love.  Itdoesnth^e  is  amamng  how  much  Jesus  loved 

to  be  ValenHne  s  Day  for  y«>«  to  8“^  ^  ^  amazing  that 

some  tangible  way  to  show  that  you  this  very  day  His  love  is  as  fresh,  new, 
love  someone.  encouraging  and  life-changing  as  H 

Lxrvc  needs  to  be  flexiWe.  H  inexhaustible.  Now  we 

People  who  love  seem  to  be  wmppw  j,,  likewise  in  loving 

up  in  a  multiplicity  of  thinu  that  help  those  around  us.  Our  love  to  not  to 
them  relate  to  those  around  them.  indude  those  that  we  just  love  dearly 
They  are  gentle,  gracious,  under-  exdude  everyone  else,  but  it  to  to 


A  final  thought  about  love  to 
that  it  la  inexhanatible.  Now  ev¬ 
eryone  needs  to  be  the  recipient  and 
the  g'  er  of  love.  There  are  no  age 
boundaries  around  love.  Youiw,  oU 
and  midd^age  all  need  it,  and  all  can 
give  it.  When  you  think  about  love  be- 
vu  inexhaustiDle,  it  is  true  yet  here  is 
the  problem.  The  more  you  shsre  love 
the  more  love  thst  you  have  to  share. 
The  more  you  hold  on  to  love  the  less 
of  it  you  have  to  pve.  Let  me  show 
yon  love  at  work  anywhere  you  put  K. 

'  For  a  moment  set  aside  the  chapter 
and  verae  breaks,  and  just  listen  as 
Paul  writes  to  the  church  at  Ephesus 
with  th^  instructions.  “And  be  ye 
k^  one  to  another,  tenderhearted, 
fordving  one  another,  even  as  God  for 
Christ’s  sake  hath  forgiven  you.  Be 
ye  therefore  followers  of  God,  as  dear 
chiidien;  And  walk  in  love,  as  Christ 
also  hath  loved  ns,  and  hath  given 
himaelf  for  ns  an  offering  and  a  sacri¬ 
fice  to  God  for  a  sweet  smelling  savor* 

i^amamng  how  much  Jesus  loved 
us,  and  it  is  even  more  amazing  that 
this  very  ^  His  love  is  as  ^n,  new, 
encouraging  and  life-changing  as  H 
ever  was.  It  is  inexhsustibie.  Now  we 
are  to  turn  and  do  likewise  in  loving 


and  blood  and  smites,  touches,  or  even  not  rejoice  in 
nods  caringly.  the  tmth;  bes 


They  are  gentle,  gracious,  under- 
sUnding,  fomving,  compassionate 
and  caring,  'ine  hard  edges  of  life 
seem  to  be  smoothed  away  and  the 
sweet  caring  things  of  life  seem  to  be 
apparent  everywhere. 

Listen  to  the  Apostle  Paul  as  the 
Spirit  of  God  guides  him  in  (tracing 
loi«.  “Love  suffers  long  Olid  is  kind; 
love  does  not  envy;  love  does  not  pa¬ 
rade  itself,  to  not  {Miffed  up;  docs  not 
behave  rud^,  dosa  not  seek  ita  own, 
tvwmmswswhalMblitomtoawtob  deea 
not  rejoice  in  infoui^,  but  refoices  in 
the  tmth;  hears  all  things,  believes  all 


be  exhibited  toward  all.  Jesus  told  His 
disciples,  “A  new  commandment  I 
give  to  you,  that  you  love  one  another; 
as  I  have  loved  you,  that  you  also  love 
one  another’  (John  13:34)-  ,  . 

I  think  about  that  rag-«i«ed  buDch 
of  folks  that  He  chose  to  be  dtociplm 
and  I  sometimes  wonder  how  in  this 
world  He  could  love  them.  At  times 
they  were  fussing  and  fighting,  and 
He  loved  them.  At  other  times  they 
were  frustrated  and  dbifoting,  and  Re 
loved  them.  At  other  times  tiiey  were 
failures,  and  He  kept  on  loving  them, 
likewise.  He  does  the  same  for  you 
and  me  and  so  we  are  to  love.  Snare 


Throughout  the  Old  Testament  God  things,  hojies  all  things,  endures  all  l&ewise.  He  does  Uie  same  for  yoi 
told  us  He  loved  us.  But  love  came  to  things.  Love  never  fails*  (1  Cor.  13:4-  and  me  and  so  we  are  to  love.  Snai 
its  highest  and  most  magnificent  ex-  8a).  in  a  world  that  is  often  dominated  some  love  today  and  watch  as  God 
pression  when  He  sent  His  Son  to  live  by  I  want  my  way  and  I  do  not  care  w  restores  yronr  soul, 

among  us.  In  the  midst  of  our  faults,  about  your  wray,  it  only  demonstrates  ^ 

failures  and  frustrations.  He  showed  how  Kttle  love  we  often  have  and  ex-  The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
us  that  He  loved  us.  It  is  tme  that  press  to  one  another.  direetions^mbcb.org. 


Staff  Changes 


nm  CMUNCK  ABCRDCBL 

haa  called  Dave  Dowdy  as 
pastor,  Dec,  rjtS.  He  cotnee 
from  y^lnut  Grove  Church, 
Walnut  Grove. 


tosntHerd 
Uafifktlie  uoeiel 


In  other  Staff  News: 

>-  Walter  Snamoos  b,,s  re- 
thed  from  the  pastoratr,  oviet 
recently  Murphy  Creek  Churdi, 
Winston  County,  am*  to  avail¬ 
able  for  supply,  iahrim,  and 
revivab.  He  may  be  n-ached  s4 
670  Old  Hickory  Rd.,  Grenada. 
MS  38901.  (662)  226-8223  or 
803-5485. 

>  Fanner  Mtomssippi  {Mstor 
V/teiev  EDto  has  retired  and  to 
availaole  for  pteadiing,  tendi- 
ii^  music,  anJ  odiers  as  need- 
ea  He  can  be  contacted  at  2832 
Harmony  Dr.  SE,  Brookhaven, 
MS  39601,  (706)  238-2335.  or 
wesgellto#oofncastnet 


etefteifDim 


fins  ■-  .  ~ 

niiMgiPirsiicnninftiii  Kwrntit 


Revivals  &  Homeceffiiiigs 

h  Skene  Church.  Sknne:  Revival.  Feh,  23  —26;  Sun.,  u  asl 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed,: 6:30  p.m.;  Jsmsr  Meaaer.  spedeet. 


kM!hjd*«ie 


VnlOk  tRHiVep  WHMift 


efephone  number. 


FhoaoBsephtaniat^  sukwiiwed  aiiceoiiisiiVi.  3330 


Ur—'i  P.O.  Bok 
ftoX  (601)  292- 
cb.orp. 
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First  Person: 

Adoption  process 
demanding,  but 
well  worth  effort 


BYLynatta  EzaN 
Conaapondant 


God  it  a  bofldcr ,  die  inaater  of  ainmgifig^iiid  oonnect- 

ing  the  Biaoca  of  our  ttvaa  togrther,  and  diis  truth  ia 
cleariyfafed  outlnadopt^ 

_  Growing  up  in  a  small  towD  ^ 

Bi  not  lend  me  mmoddcf  adoption 
ij  or  multiradal  families.  In  other 
.1  words,  I  didnt  bting  the  “kaotv- 
I  bow*  to  die  tal^  God  alone  built 
I  our  ftm^,  just  sa  He's  building 
I  ]rours.IfGodistliefcondatioolay- 
I  er  and  contractor,  whidi  I  knew 
I  He  is,  then  He  win  see  our  families 
I  to  coamletion.  n 

”  Webdm  the  Loed  sees  these 
K7EU  little  ones  in  this  vast,  fallen  world 

and  knows  their  ev«^  need.  He 
created  each  of  them  in  His  image  and  for  His  ^Qty, 
and  has  a  purpose  for  each  of  dieir  Uvea. 

Akhouih  many  seasons  of  adoption  can  be  diffi- 
cuh  and  oaOeimiig,  the  miaainn  is  undeniahle  for 
those  of  iM  caBed^tohraaden  onr  tanis  and  aonender 
our  foeoilfoB  for  the  ai^of  the  GoapeL 

The  adoptfon  journey  can  prow  to  be  kma  and 
tnarherdiis.  1  nndefslaad  th«  the  road  ahead  can 
ttSbef  in  diaeonn#ag  days  wMi, ‘What  have  we  aot- 
tsn  into?*  momenta.  When  I  find  BBseif  along  diet 


or  the  perkaffo  tobte  of  aiamjifo.fod '**»«  I 

been  entniated  with  ia  a  Hwaetinsdw  fovea  to  laugh 

and  suifc  who  came  to  om  fifonfc  attoviM  bec^ 
of  pawSlea,  who  had  a  moiSgB rotow  to^, 

andfcais ao deep  that  I  hfid <» dto ^ batoto h» 
bed  while  ehe  ^  and  begged  the  Lofd  to  erase  the 

painful  memories.  ,  ,  . , 

nit  aU  beesme  simple  the  morning  die  am  basHle 

me  and,  with  passionate  tears  in  her  chocolate  Vto 

asked  Jesua  to  be  her  foiwer  Savior  tmd  Inri  font 
that  the  goal,  that  we  take  all  om- children  to  heaven 

building  fomilies  for  eternity,  and  He’s 

equipping  the  tM^ed  of  us  to  do  it  .  „ 

Persistenoe  and  patience  are  toob  evayadop^ 

fomily  needs  so  we  navigate  the  often-yidrstfogyatti 
of  adoption.  In  eaaenoe.  we've  been  called  tobiudt^ 
mold  of  the  typical  fomily  and  confidently  ttiMt  thto 
the  Lord  sets  dnldpen  in  our  lives  as  He  so 

As  we  raise  our  children  who  we  did  not  nrth  or 

maybe  even  did  not  meet  until  they  wwe  oldw.  wn  are 
-  y  « - m  ^^nsina  tolLnmsffo^nll  SBIrtCM* 


sets  the  foody  in 


Eiefl,  vf  AtphartOa,  Go.,  b  vobmUerArt^  of 
the  Soutnem  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  Adof^ 
PusuL  She  and  her  husband  Kevin,  preddeet  efw 
SBC  North  Asnertean  Mission  Bo^  six  cW- 
dren,  thres  qf  whom  are  adopted,  aoofr/itiin  a  cv- 

/erent  nation.  For  more  iqfimnation  on  me  adoftion 

fimd,  utfit  nambMet/adopfion. 


As  vue  raise  our  children  who  we 
did  not  birth  or  maybe  even  did  not 
meet  untii  they  were  older,  we  are  a 
picture  to  the  worid  of  a  kwiqp. 
alHioworful  Savior  who  mriy  sets  #>e 
lonely  in  families. 


Technology  becoming  real  force 
in  saving  babies  from  abortion 


hS^fhMthewLlwn^  down  the  of  s  a»wee*-old  unborn  ba^  in  an-  Abprffan  advocates  are  setivi^ 

otberioom.  reeWB  tedmology,  Ptrttaihriy  In 

TW?rmv  oandchild,*  he  A  hot  topic  in  the  abortion  fight  Pl^H^  Psrerth^  pflotprograms 
id.  Then  he  toned  to  hb  daugh-  U  the  issue  of  uhrasouml  vi^ng 

'  and  said.  *We  are  going  to  do  requirements.  Annual  legislative  mo^  *° 

ietnawfaer’  attempts  in  Mississippi  to  enact  cfasuim  At  ssteflite  fyilitiaB,  a  wo^ 

have  done  more  for  ultrasound  r^iremente  have  snseesandnationist  faywebimm  - 

ggso^t^rantranpd.fo- 

£Sj4tl"'JSi‘3S^ 

Ftam  IfoeBK  fownancy  Qbb  bsenfaroement  ...  ftb  tl»  sboifrinto  be  pre^ 

rsi’sSSfis  tafffissr&isssisi 

him.  At  the  today  Ndbnuka  slate  ultra  ound  imsge  of  a  woman's  pie-  hotrirooms  mwJving  webtsms  and 

^^4-D’S3gSrfbdfo,ln 

UteSundssienotitooemiao-  with  the  AUbncePriUidiiyPlg^  * 

■MS  to  puraue.  States  are  pasting  an  abortfonbfs  bottom  mie.  Thb  law  discrai 
Sroutlawii^abottioiis  at  ao  weeks  places  toe  ***  “*1*^  ^ 
ecanse  memw  science  has  pioim  sndt^prebOTdiyren^ 


‘Aboitioabts,  of  sB  people,  should 
:  be  given  a  pass  horn  the  oonunon- 


youre 


heartbeat,  and  it  b  so  kud  and  6^ 
and  you  fiiink  that  it  b  amazing  dut 
something  so  tim  can  have  a  soul.  It 
b  pretty  indescribabb.’ 

Used  by  permissiim  from  WORLD 
upnoia  mis  unporuDu  News  Service.  Biytirt  stay ond 

A  total  of  19  states  have  considered  The  BaptM  Record  sti^ also  contrib- 
uhrasound  requirements.  Abortion  uted  to  this  report. 
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EA8T8IOE  CHURCH.  PEARL, 
ordained  Chria\WMk«r  at  daacon  Jan. 
26.  Shown  ara\MBlkar,  hia  wHe  Victo- 


aenim  -  as)  to  alay  eOBHiilM  or  nu^e 

to  tMir  lOlaEoillllip  rvith 
ChriaL  Nick  Vltdan  aad  Bntt  Owlaon, 


The  congregation  etWlUCf 
CHURCH,  MNATOWA.  dedicated 
ha  rtew  church  etaepla  Oct.  20, 2013, 
in  honor  of  Jerry  and  Linda  Eoff. 


Shown  are  paatorTom  Hood  end 


In  oth«r  Church  News: 


PLSASAIfT  OROVC  CHURCH.  LAURBL. 

competition. 


held  ha  artmiai  men'a  pie  baking 


P'Maei 
Inga  wad 


paiaea.  Wot 
545-3t»o. 


CRtMlLPaCaLiahost- 

nmper  1^  aa,  6  pjn.. 
'  Newd.  Pree?  door 
infonnation,  call  (6o0 


MBIK  CHURCH.  SKBd.  on 
dained  Bobby  Startford  and  Cherlao 
Morgan  ea  deacona  Oct  20, 2013. 
Shown  am  Stanford,  paator  Keith 
■oUfo and  Morgan. 


>  Eumka  Ckaanh,  SandhBL  i*  bcni' 
lug  tile  Florida  Boya  in  concert  Feb.  ay, 
ypjn. 


The  youth  of  OOOOWATm  CHURCH,  MCCHAN,  attended  a  D-Now  weak- 
and.They  am  ahown  with  their  laedem,  Chet  end  Jerwie  NicUea. 


>  Union  Church,  Flaoynna.  win  boat 

airaid-wiimiiig  Oiriatian  ooniedian. 
MnU^  Fab.  14, 7:30  pjB.  Pier,  love  of- 
fiatiaa.  For  mom  infonnatioD,  call  (601) 

796^70. 
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More  sex  charges  forthcoming 
against  Ala.  children’s  minister . 

'As  a  church,  we  am  outraged,  shocked  and  deepty 
saddened  by  the  events  that  have  unfotded  over  the 
last  few  days.  First  and  foremost,  we  are  striving  to 
assist  any  children  ar>d  families  that  have  been 
■affected  by  these  events.  The  health  and  [weH-beir>g] 
of  those  children  is  our  No.  1  priority  at  this  time.' 

HiglilMid  Park  Churck  stMmwrt 

our  entire  community  cope  loaded  from  the  Inter^.  The 
with  this  sinution.  Anyone  investigation  originally 

with  any  information  anoot  focusea  on  child  pornography 
this  case  should  immediately  but  evidence  pointed  authon- 
contact  the  Muacle  Shoals  ties  to  additional  charges,  the 
Police  D«)srtment.  police  said.  ... 

‘Any  ehikbae  or  temilics  in  Eddie  reportedly  admitted 

■con-  to  sexually  abusing  inultiple 
for  as-  members  of  the  children’s 
and  was  unable  to 

_ of  the  victims.  One 

victim  said  Eddie  engaged  in 


secono^degree  sMbmv,  asd 
three  crfets  of  sttual  abase 
of  a  chilHsnder  the  age  of  12, 
accordix^  to  media  reports 
compUeT  by  Tbe  Alabama 
Bap^  itewspaper. 

Jefftw  Dale  Eddie,  41,  Ae 
children's  pastor  and  admin¬ 
istrator  of  Highland  Park 
Church,  Muscle  Shoi^,  was 
arrested  Feb.  4.  Eddie,  who 

hiu  been  released  from  his  du-  _ ^ _ ^ 

ties,  had  served  on  the  Hi^  sea^''of  counseliM  may 

land  Park  staff  for  16  tact  our  drurch  office  foi  _ 

Eddie  was  being  held  in  jigtance.  In  dosing,  we  went  miaisi 

the  Colbert  County  Jail  on  a  (g  personally  thank  every  per-  re^ 

4$  1,030,000  bond,  according  g^n  that  has  come  v.v...™  _ _ _ _ 

to  nsMia  reports.  In  a  prere  TiieyareberoeBanddHnildbe  g^x^  acts  wiHi  him  at  least 

conference  Feb.  6,  treated  as  such.*  ^ce  a  month  beginning  in 

Shoals  Police  (3uef  Robert  Muscle  Shoals  Police  *0,4  when  the  child  was  11 

Evans  said  'additional  charg-  Department  picked  Eddie  un  -  0^. 

es  are  forthcoming.’  for  questioniiig  on  F^.  2  41-  10  jjjg  roi*  gt  High- 

Hidiland  ParbEChorch  re-  ter  Uie  church  1  worddp  ato  Church,  E^e 

leasMthefoDowi^Mateiiient:  pastor,  Jeff  Beech,  found  served  with  three  other 

-As  a  chi^,  two  ponumphic  Tdiurches  and  worked  as  a  ju- 

raged,  shocked  and  de^  young  males  among  Mdi*  s  j-tention  officer  at  the 


OuiA  MkflhK 


beginning 
child  was 

Prior  to  his  role  st  Hij 


fento  Rmmm 

imot  SbicW  Oinii  Plfekal 


Beech  and  Pastor  Brttt 


Sanctity  of  human  life  chief  concern 
as  ERLC  releases  legislative  agenda 

tends  of  His  own. 


VMSHINQTON  IlFi  -  The  'While  the  environmert 
Bthict  and  »  vefy  tojtic  politically,  we 

know  God  hes  an  aganda 
tion's  public  policy  entity,  of  Hi*  own.  We  yvill  seek 

will  promote  iHe,  rdigloos  to  understand  Hie  wiN  as  _ _ 

froe^m,  human  WB  bring  Southern  protKdag  vitoreble 

- - - 

lSiUtively,‘'^Eltu;  Preddent  corrvictions  *)  bear  on  _ 

the  great  public  policy  thief 
questions  of  our  day.' 
n  be  accesred  enbne  at  e^  HhmoM  D.  Moor 

Supreme 

^MjC  Proohlotrt 

Moon,  i  utivc 

to  do  no  worse  than  maintain  to 
that  stttua. 

’Between  election  year 
jockeying  and  the  WoingD^ 
litical  rencor  it  wiH  be  hard  to 
find  a  path  forward  ior  many 
of  the  Dills  we  want  to  see  be¬ 
come  law,’  Moore  wrote  on 


hem  on  t^  great  miblk  policy 

qneatioae «/ our  day.’ 

The  a^ida  b^ns  with 
•  !  hu¬ 

man  beings.  ‘Of  Ml  the  arm 
of  intereST te  the  MLC,  the 
ganctity  of  human  life  is  oar 
conccm.*  Moore  noM- 
-While  we  are  not  yet  st 
place  politically  or  eohurally 
to  reverse  the  horrific  1R73 
Supreme  Court  decisitms 
legalixiiig  abortion  on  do- 
mand,  we  believe  some  steps 
rein  in  the  worst  abuses 
epossihle.’ 

The  ERIXTs  agenda  in¬ 
cludes  several  measures  de¬ 
signed  to  protect  human 
lii^  and  also  indudet  initia¬ 
tives  to  strengthen  religioiw 
liberty,  marrisge,  human  traf¬ 
ficking,  hunger,  pornography, 
homosexuality,  gambTing, 
kiiow  and  poverty. 


RnseeDD.  Moore  ^ 

ERhC  rdaased  its  2014  leg¬ 
islative  egeod*^*-  4. 

! - —  1  -  ^  ‘  ^ 

eom/artiele/legialative-agen- 
da-for-20l4-  ^ 

Moore,  a  native  ^  ^xi. 
«*novdedged  the  dwBjnf? 
ERhCfeces  as  a  deeply  dfvW- 
ed  Coi^reas  appioadMs  the 


November  dectidns. 

Each  political  party  con¬ 
trols  a  congressional  cham¬ 
ber  —  the  Demoerata  the  u,S. 
Senate,  and  the  Republkans 
the  U.S.  House  of  RsrpreaenU- 
ttves  —  and  each  party  hopes 


to  act  in  such  a  way,  likely  cau¬ 
tion^  in  at  least  some  cases. 
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PiiAcficAL  Principles 


^  i  :  O  N 


U.S.  government  coerced  MS  into  Common- Coreg 


/^oncreMmen  Codinui 
I  and  Wicker  recently  co- 
V^eponaored  a  reaohitioD 
by  Sen.  Graham  (SC)atrongiy 
denouncing  the  Obama  A3- 
ministration’a  coerdon  of 
M^aaiasippi  and  other  atiUea 
into  adopting  Common  Core 
State  Standuds.  MS  Congres¬ 
sional  Representatives  Haipsr, 
Nunndee  and  Palaxzo  have 
also  denounced  diis  coercion 
by  helping  pass  a  fain  that 
'prohftiits  coercing  states  into 


standards  and  imposing  extra¬ 
neous  conditions  on  state  and 
school  districts.* 

Federal  coercion  of  Missis- 
si|^  is  evident  Minutes  from 
the  June  2010  meeting  of  the 
'MS  Board  of  Education  (BOE) 
state,  the  Board  voted  unani¬ 
mous  to  atkpt  die  Common 
Core  Sbmdarw.ixised  on 
finding  of  imminent  peril  to 
public  uwfrbre  in  the  loss  of 

to 

early  2010  that  ‘at  a  condition 
^  receiving  accest  to  Title  I 
{education] fundt,  «ve  win  ask 
an  states  to  put  in  place  a  plan 
to  adopt  and  certify  standards 
that  are  colle^  and  career- 
ready  in  reading  and  math.* 
U.S.  Secretary  m  Education, 
Ame  Duncan,  also  later  stated 
that  ‘Bemnning  in  aots  [edu¬ 
cation]  fomniut  fimdt  wiB  be 
aixdkwteonSgtottatetthat 
are  implementing  astettmentt 


baaed  on  college  ^  career 
ready  atandaius.’ 

Sen.  Graham  stated  that 
‘Blanket  education  standards 
should  not  be  a  prere^isite 
for  federal  funding...'nus  is 
simply  not  the  way  the  Obama 
Administration  Aould  be 
hsndlit  g  education  policy. 

Our  resMution  affirm  that 
education  belongs  in  the 
hands  of  our  parents,  kKsl 
officials  and  states.' 

The  foBowiiK  states  have 
recognised  ptoolems  aaaoci- 
ated  wiffi  Common  Core  and 
pidled  out  of  the  aaaesament: 
AL,AK.FLGA.IN,KS,Icy. 
OK,  PA  and  UT.  Where  are 
Misaiasippi  poiitieal  leadm  in 
tfaiaddiate? 

Gov.  Biyant,  U.  Gov. 

Reevea,  Houae  Weaker  Gunn 
and  Edueatioa  Chairmen  Sen. 
ToUison  and  Rep.  Moore  have 
not  publicly  opposed  Common 
Cote.  IndicMlona  actually  point 
tha  ulbar  diiactiea  in  auBport 


era  eppdae  the  floral  coercion 
of  Common  Core  but  state 
leaders  apparently  be  compUcit 
witii  Common  Cote? 

State  Covrcioti 

The  Board  and  the  MS  De¬ 
partment  of  Education  (MDE) 
and  many  MS  politicians 
are  pnahmg  and  defending 
the  Implementation  of  Com¬ 
mon  Core.  Interestingly,  the 


Jt 

Rob  Chambers 

MDE  has  adopted  the  same 
coercive  tactics  as  the  Obama 
Administration  did  that  MS 
Congressional  leaders  have 
recently  denounced. 


stat^  thew  were  ‘committed 
to  a  bold  leadership  struc¬ 
ture  that  dots  not  waver. ^ 
and  a  systematic  approach  for 
accountability  that  will  deny 

MDE  a^  now  in  the^  policy 
recommendationa  at  tite  low 
school  board  level. 

The  MDE  has  lecentiy 
recommended  a  new  section 
be  added  to  the  Public  School 
Accountability  Standards  stat¬ 
ing:  The  locd  school  board's 

n^^^of  Mtting  po^^a^ 
shaB  not  inteifiert  in  me  <k^ 
to-dt^  operations  at  tbesoiooi 
district  that  indude  but  are 


not  limited  to  soch  duties  as 
those  rdating  to  penonnel  and 
management  decisioiis.  Faihtre 
to  comply  shaU  result  in  the 
inmeaiate  downgrade  of  the 
district's  accreditation  status 
to  Probation  or  Withdrawn 
as  indicated  in  Accreditation 
Policy  2.5.*  Is  this  not  the 
MS  Deputment  of  Education 
stripping  practicaDy  aO  power 
from  the  focal  school  bc^ 
whom  load  dtiaens  elect? 

Setting  policy  should 
continue  to  be  the  chief  role 
<rfsdiool  boards.  However, 
does  the  local  school  board 
not  have  the  responsibility  of 
takiiu  ac^n  to  correct  failure 
to  f<®)w  policy?  If  they  did 
ao,  would  that  be  considered 
interference?  Also,  what  re¬ 
course  would  parents  have  if 
they  received  no  help  from  the 
district?  What  are  the  unin¬ 
tended  conaequenoes  of  the 
voice  of  dtiaena  and  paiwtt 
ba^  aequeaterad? 

93wfCoiw«nis 

pToUemB  witii  the  MDE 
are  rooted  in  the  application 
Gov.  Barbour  and  the  Board  of 
Education  aigned  that  signaled 
the  adwtidh  of  Cocunon  Core. 
In  thia  bindiiig  doenmenL  the 
Board  strong  opposed  the 
assumption  mat ''mose  Uds* 
from  Ugh-poverty,  high-needs 
schools  don't  deserve  the  same 
education  as  kids  *whoae  Ihles 
are  lived  in  the  security  of 


abundance..  Jt  is  thk  stgre^- 
tion  ofinteBeetual  rigor"  Suit  S- 
MS  uM  no  longer  tolerate..% 
However,  in  tifo  section  *How  ^ 
win  Mississippi  emphasiie 
STEMy  the  Board’s  starting  1?©^ 
point  was  in  northeast  Missis-^^ 


sippi.  ine  Boara  s  empnasis 
on  ST^  to  a  private-phil-  ' 
anthropic  paimership  with  . 
the  Toyota  Corporation  to  pgj 

devriop  an  advanced  aecoi^- 
ary  education  training  center 
called  the  Center  for  Profes- 
skmal  Futuiea  (CPF).  It  wiU  4^ 

serve  aeveralaoiooldtotriets  in  ; 

northeast  MS.  la  this  ‘aegre-  4 
eation by intdlectual  rtooT?* 


How  M  this  narrow  emphi^  :-m  1 
on  STEM  equitable,  especially  p 
whoi  the  Board  states  that  *In 
MS,  aB  kids  deserve  tile  same 
inteUectually  rigorous  educa- 
tkm  that  will  dunju  their  lives  i 
in  powmful  wsys?*^  : 

%ould  the  MS  kmslature  >  ^ 

keep  attempting  to  fond  the  fmt"' 
CPF  via  genetM  obligation 
boaiW&anU  they  also  grant  ' 


the  authority  to  waive  state 
law  for  certain  dtotricts  in  the 
state  as  in  HBiia?  No.  Visit 
httpa:/^votetvoice.net/CAC/ 
Campaigns  for  hois  Christian  '  4 
Action  are  monitoring.  . 

The  author  of  Siis  analy- 
sis,  Xob  Otamoers,  serves  as  kti 
consultant  for  the  Missism^ 
Bqptist  Christian  Action  Com- , 
mission.  He  can  be  contacted  & 
at  6oi-ag^^3i  or  rcham- 
bers^christumactionjsom. 
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SURVEY 

COM.  Iromp.  t 

Calvaiy  Qnirdi  in  VftaPboo- 
Saleni.  N.C,  noted,  *We  receive 
niuneroo*  lequeats  to  answer 
roamenasboD  suivm  dirou^ 
oat  me  year.  We  don  t  paitidpste 
in  them  aD,  but  we  ahMys  tiy  to 
complete  GokleStoDe's  sorvey.’ 

Courehes  often  don’t  porac- 
lipate  in  salary  surveys  b^uae 


they  don’t  have  time  or  receive 
enou^  valuable  infarniationin 
return,  bat  Fausdi  said  Guide- 
Stone’s  sorvey  is  worth  the  few 
minutes  H  takes  to  complete 
ft.  A  key  reason:  The  survey 
provides  customised  reports 
to  thousands  of  churches  to 
allow  administrators,  person- 
nd/finance  committees,  and 
mn^er  search  teams  to  better 
determine  adequate  compen¬ 


sation  for  ministers  and  staff. 

ijke  many  other  church 
leaders,  Fauedi  has  accessed 
results  from  previous  compen¬ 
sation  surveys  when  hiring  new 
staff  to  ensure  that  employees 
are  beinc  compensated  at  com¬ 
petitive  levels. 

*The  results  are  easy  to  nav¬ 
igate,"  Fauacfa  said.  "I  encour¬ 
age  everyone  to  participate.  We 
are  helping  each  other  as  wdl 


as  ourselves  by  establishing  ac¬ 
curate  benchinarks.* 

At  the  conclusion  of  the 
survey,  GuideStone  and  Life- 
Way  will  compile  the  submit¬ 
ted  data  and  provide  all  us¬ 
ers  with  access  to  the  results. 
"This  survey,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  of 
its  kind,  will  help  scores  of 
churches  as  they  seek  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  those  who  are  cmled 


to  lead  their  congregations,* 
Hawkins  said. 

Southern  Baptist  church 
ministers  and  staff  have  until 
May  31  to  oompiete  the  onUne 
survey.  Survey  results  will  be 
releamd  this  summer.  Survey 
participants  will  receive  ad¬ 
vance  notification  of  the  results 
sod  can  b^gjn  to  access  the  data 
upon  notice.  The  winner  of  the 
iM  will  be  notified  via  email. 


CD  .r  IRA 

MaiMrin;/ 


7% 

First  Tear 
UARAlfTEED* 


ciectvcisc 

“  \  :  itu.  e  savings  V 


r  .  GtMDC 


jte  to  an  IRA  by  April  15,  Z014  to  reduce 
_  13  taxable  income 

in  Christian-based,  socially  screened  funds 

are  responsibly  for  your  future 


1  Stt  St  CUIDf 


The  Baptist  Rficou}  February  13.2014 


L.D. 

O’Mire 


RELEASE 

COM.  tfom  p.  1 

sentalettertoNorthKoiea’sdic- 
mior,  Kim  Jong  Un,  asking  him  to 
rdetaeBse. 

"We  thank  titem  as  wdl,  m 
das  momnem  to  bring  Ken- 
nelh  home  grows  even  stroneEr," 
Chang  said. 

Amdini,  who  was  bom  m 
Iran  and  is  a  naturafiaed  Ameri¬ 
can  citiaeo,  was  captored  fay 
Iranian  authorities  in  July  stou 
wl^  workhig  on  an  capban- 
age  in  Rasht  He  was  sentenced 
to  eight  years  imprisonmmt  for 
having  SmdenDined  the  1^ 
nian  government  by  creating 
a  network  of  Christian  bouse 
Aurehes  and...  attempting  to 


sway  Iranian  youfo  sway  from 
laiam,"  according  to  Iranian 
government  statements. 

Abetfini  has  reported  been 
tettined  and  denied  critical  med¬ 
ical  care  as  his  heaUi  declines 


under  the  harsh  prison  condi¬ 
tions  in  Inn. 

Bae,  who  vras  bom  in  South 
IfoteasadiaanaturaiaedAmen- 
can  citizeo,  was  anested  in  Nostfa 
Korea  in  Novonfacr  2013  while 
leaang  a  tour  oftiiat  country.  He 
was  aecuaed  of  multiple  enn^ 
inrlintbig  vMotking  ’titn  Christian 
evsngrhral  puups  for  the  ouet- 
throw  of  the  aovonmenL 

He  is  beheved  to  be  in  one  of 
the  infomoudy  braia]  Notdi  Ko¬ 
rean  labor  camps,  and  dxre  are 
rqwcts  that  be  too  has  been  de- 
niM  criiftal  medical  care  as  be 
goes  bifod  fiotn  untreated  diabe- 
tes.  Eaite  this  week,  Norib  Ko¬ 
rean  authorities  csncded  s  meet¬ 
ing  widi  U5.  envoys  to  (fiscuss  die 
retease  of  Bae. 

Every  U.S.  president  since 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  in  1953 
ha>  sttended  the  aimual  Na¬ 
tional  Prayer  Breakfast,  which 
attracts  thousands  from  around 
the  world.  First  Lady  Micfadle 
Obama  and  Vice  Proident  Joe 


Bkten  joined  the  president  at 
d^year’s  breakfost 

Tne  keynote  speaker  was 
R^jiv  Shan,  administntor  of 
the  U.S.  Agency  for  Interna¬ 
tional  Devramment 

Also  daring  tns  remarks,  Obama 
naleddMt*araimddieM«tldfiee- 
dosn  of  religion  is  under  tfaaeaL* 
*Wc  sometimes  see  leligiao 
twisted  in  an  attempt  to  justify 
hatred  and  persecution  against 
other  peopte  just  because  of  who 
they  are,  or  how  they  pray  or  who 
diey  tev^’ Obama  said. 

nomoting  religious  fieedom 


BUUMtO  tVJtwaivA  sw  s*uBaaaimsuis|5  v 

new  ambassador-at-laige  for  in- 
temational  religious  fieedom. 

"Around  die  world  we’re  ^ 
vatii^  our  engagement  with  teidi 
leaders  and  middng  it  a  tegular 
part  of  our  diplofiUKy,*  Obama 
said. 

Ihe  United  States  wiQ  "keep 
standing  far  .-etipous  fieedom 


around  the  world*  because  "no 
society  can  truly  succeed  unlw 
ft  guaniftees  die  rights  of  aD  its 
peopies,  indndhig  lefigimis  mi- 
nontie^*  Obama  said 

Doan  U^mShe^ armni^ 
by  Obama’s  sup^  lorpa- 
secuted  Chttetians  w  other  nftb 
groops  in  such  places  as  Nosth 
Korea  and  Iiaa 

"Wldt  die  munber  of  martyred 
anistiana  abnoat  dorfaling  teift 
year  fiom  1,201  to  2423,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Ctosn  Doon  lesearcfaen,  ft 
is  past  due  far  a  new  facus  in  the 
Slate  Department  and  our  entire 
government  to  sitoport  the  value 
M  religious  fieedom  vwildwide 
and  in  our  own  oountiy,*  Qniy 
IP  ^ 

In  Jamuny,  Open  Doors’ Wotid 
Watch  list  of  die  wntstpenecu- 
ton  of  Christians  Hated  North  Ko¬ 
rea  as  the  Na  1  persecutor  in  the 
world  and  Inn  No.  9.  Open  Doors 
imiil  Christiaiis  are  the  most  per¬ 
secuted  fudi  group  in  die  world. 
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either  «!]«  or  wMt  will  aee  that 
attractive  entryvray  that  wel- 
comea  them  to  an  etperience 
not  only  with  nature  but  with 
our  living  Lord.  It  ia  a  signifi¬ 
cant  opportunity  to  continue 
upgradiag  the  outstanding 
work  that  has  taken  place  at 


Central  Hills,*  Futral  said. 

The  new  property,  which 
was  purebasM  for  $274,000, 
I  had  been  leased  from  the 
previous  owners  for  horse 
trail  riding. 

CHBR  is  formally  identified 
as  the  state’s  Ro]^!  Ambas¬ 
sadors  (RA)  camppound,  but 
year-round  activities  apart 
from  RA  camps  have  been 
added  over  the  years.  The 


camp  is  administered  by  the 
Mena  Ministry  Department  of 
the  Mississip^  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Boara. 

*Tbe  newly-parchased 
property  at  CHBR  gives  im¬ 
mediate  enhancement  to  the 
overall  minist^  of  the  camp,* 
said  Men’s  Ministry  Director 
Jim  Didlake,  Men’s  Ministry 
Department  Consultant  Don 
Gaim,  and  CHBR  Manager 


Jim  Ray.  in  a  joint  statement. 

‘Because  o(  the  gradous- 
ness  of  the  previous  owners, 
the  horsefaaA  trails  and  well- 
establisbed  road  beds  have  al¬ 
ready  been  used  in  the  equine 
ministry  at  the  camp.  Now 
that  the  property  has  been 
purchased,  access  to  the  com¬ 
plete  camp  ia  much  improved. 

*This  pristine  area  offers 
hiking  tnula  and  wildlife  view¬ 


ing  for  many  to  eqjoy .  The  new 
property  also  givM  flexibility 
to  prayerful  coiuiderstion  of 
future  plans  and  program¬ 
ming  at  CHBR,*  according  to 
the  joint  statement. 

For  more  information 
on  CHBR’s  Uatory  and  cur¬ 
rent  ministries,  visit  http;// 
mbcb.org/bosiness_service8/ 
camps/chbr/. 
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